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Andrew McGregor: …you’re about to be immersed in an 18th century tempest; music by 

Italian composer and voice coach to some of the finest castrati of his era, Nicola Porpora. 

This is Argentinian counter-tenor Franco Fagioli, showcasing some of his favourite Porpora 

arias including this one from Dido Abandoned. ‘Already the storm is brewing, the wind and 

waves are hostile.’ They certainly are! 

 

music 

 

Andrew McGregor: Overwhelmed by the fury of the tempests, Araspe in Nicola Porpora’s 

opera, Didone Abbandonata. Whipping up a storm there you heard the athletic countertenor 

of Franco Fagioli with Academia Montis Regalis directed by Alessandro De Marchi and that’s 

from the fierier side of their recital of Porpora’s arias – plenty of those here – but they also 

make sure they find Porpora in repose; there’s a lovely aria from a Christmas cantata and 

also the last number in the recital; 

something for a lovestruck Vulcan, one for the Trekkies. I wasn’t sure about the recorded 

sound to start with – slightly cavernous with Fagioli’s voice somehow atarm’s length in the 

mix. But after a few minutes they had pulled me into their world -Porpora’s world - and it’s an 

exciting place to be for a while. 
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